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Death is
swallowed up in victory

From the Chairman
Rev. George Samiec
Chairman of the ELCE

much more a response of faith to God
who has revealed himself in Jesus, who
has taken hold of us in Baptism, speaks
through his Word, nurtures us at his
table, and sends us out into the world—
into each day—with his promise of his
presence with us always.

I

am hopeful.

I am hopeful that the world will come
through COVID-19. I am hopeful that the
ELCE will come through its restructure. I
am hopeful about many little and big
things.

So hope is faith looking into the future
and secure and confident in the truth of
Jesus. That’s why the Apostle Paul wrote
to the Christians in Rome, ‘Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.’ (Romans 12:12)

I am hopeful not because I am a hopeful
person. My character traits, I think, are
much more grumpiness and cynicism
than Pollyanna-ish optimism—and yet,
despite this, against my own sense of self,
I can be hopeful.

Except that the future isn’t unknown for
Christians because Jesus died for us, was
raised for us, and ascended into the
heavenly realm for us, which means that
we have a present and a future in Christ.

This sort of hope isn’t a guarantee of success. All sorts of stuff can happen on the
way—including the sins we commit and
the wrongs done to us, the ‘ups and
downs’ of life—and yet in Christ we are
not alone. God weaves good out of all
situations for his people, his Church, and
for the world. One day I will die and the
world will declare death the winner (v
George) but I can even go into that day
with hope—a sure hope—that as the
world fades away, Jesus will be clearer
and clearer, and faith will give way to
sight—and Jesus is the Victor, the one
who defanged death, the Lord!

Yes, I can choose to be hopeful and there
is a part of life where our attitudes and
choices are important—after all, it is our
life that we live by our own behaviours.
But I wouldn’t want anyone to think that
I am conjuring hope from within, an alchemy of my DNA, life experiences, and
circumstances. No, my choice of hope is

I trust we are all hopeful because of Jesus.
His ascension paradoxically proclaims
his presence, not his absence, and thus
his people can face each day with hope—
and so, be hopeful—as a faithful response to a pandemic, a restructure, and
to whatever is happening on the day you
read this edition of The British Lutheran!

My reading of history suggests to me that
bad times do end. I tell the Sea Cadets
that while we know when the wars end,
the people at the time didn’t and so endurance is holding on when you know
the ‘finish line’ while faithfulness is
keeping going into the unknown.
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EDITORIAL

Nothing Unprecedented under the Sun

W

elcome to the latest issue of The
British Lutheran, back ‘under new
management’ after a hiatus. 2020–2021
has brought a lot of bad news our way.
The TBL team hope that this magazine
will play its part in bringing cheer and
encouragement to its readers.

edict and the voice of the gathered Christian congregation was silenced across the
land. The entire nation was placed under
partial house arrest, and almost everyone
complied – unprecedented!
Some of this has been made possible, and
more bearable, by the ready availability
of unprecedented modern technology,
allowing us to communicate with one
another across space and time, almost at
will. The lockdown accounts from the
churches in this issue bear witness to the
blessings received through these means.

In the past year or so, we have learned
new words and phrases. When the
previous issue of The British Lutheran
was published, who other than specialist
scientists had heard of COVID? Lockdowns had to do with threats of terrorism, not of minute pathogens. And, in
those halcyon days, shaking hands, hugging, singing, standing next to people,
brushing shoulders with strangers in the
street were known as “normal life”, not
ancient relics of behaviour to be replaced
by a future “new normal”.

Yet, while Zoom and YouTube have
helped us to stay in touch, at the same
time they highlight the importance of the
one thing you can’t digitise or virtualise:
human, bodily presence, and how important that presence is for our well-being.

Perhaps the most overused word of all
has been “unprecedented”. Of course, we
have never experienced anything like this
in our lifetime; but that hardly qualifies
as unprecedented. In fact, waves of epidemics and pandemics have swept over
humanity for thousands of years, some of
them far more devastating than the one
we have lived with recently.

This is not a coincidence: this is how God
created us. We are not souls visiting a
body, or spirits trapped in matter. We are
body-and-soul, living beings of flesh and
blood.

What is unprecedented is the speed with
which scientists have managed to develop
effective protection against the disease.
Some of the less positive responses have
also been unprecedented: for the first
time in the history of Christianity in Britain, churches were closed by government

This is why, when in the fulness of time
God sent his Son into the world, the man
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When we live embodied rather than virtual lives, we are living as we were created by God to be.

When we live embodied rather
than virtual lives, we are living
as we were created by God to be.
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Jesus was conceived in the womb of the
Virgin Mary. He “did not spurn the Virgin’s womb”, as we sing in the Te Deum,
because mankind was his creation, created to bear his image in the world.

stead, we do well to tread in the wellprecedented footsteps of our fathers and
mothers in the faith by taking God at his
word, seeking salvation from our risen
and ascended Lord Jesus Christ, and
strength and sustenance from the his lifegiving body and blood, which are the
medicine of immortality.

And this is why salvation continues to be
delivered to us in bodily form: through
soundwaves in our ears, images in our
eyes and brains, water on our bodies,
food and drink in our mouths and stomachs. God desires that we enter into a full
relationship with him through Jesus
Christ; and so he presents Jesus Christ to
us bodily, flesh-to-flesh, as well as his
Spirit to our Spirit.

Rev. Tapani Simojoki,
Editor

There is nothing unprecedented about
death, including death through pandemic: ever since sin entered into the
world, death has ruled over mankind.
There is nothing unprecedented about
humans shielding from and fighting
against the relentless onslaught of death:
we were created for living, not for dying.
And there is nothing unprecedented in
our need to moderate our understandable fear of death with the promises of
God: all who believe in his Son will live
even when they die.

We do well to tread in the wellprecedented footsteps of our
fathers and mothers in the faith
by taking God at his word.
Let us not be the unprecedented generation, the one that laid aside these promises and the life-giving bodily presence of
Christ in the church out of fear. 2020 did
not catch our wise god by surprise. In-
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Life in lockdown across the ELCE
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cambridge
At the announcement of the first lockdown, we immediately moved our Services to
Zoom and, surprisingly, our attendance increased and became more regular. When it
ended, we resumed as much as we could of our activities in church and have been able
to carry on since. But, because many people had reason to remain in isolation, we kept
the Zoom broadcast going and most of them join almost every Service, Bible study,
congregational meeting and even ELCE events. We are looking at improving our internet connection in church so we can keep Zoom going for those who were shut in even
before the pandemic. We are also mindful of our members in diaspora who do not
have a Lutheran church anywhere near them and who wish to continue taking advantage of this. With the Oxford Mission, we were unable to have services in person for
longer and so our folks there joined the online services at Resurrection or Our Saviour. Sadly, we lost two of our members since the beginning of the pandemic but none
due to Covid-19. We give thanks to God with our whole hearts as we continue to
recount His wonderful deeds, thus bringing the Light of Christ into the darkness of
this time.
Rev. Jaime R. Kriger
Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, Kentish Town
The first reaction when the WHO declared COVID-19 as a pandemic in March 2020
was “What to do now”? Who would have ever imagined that one day we wouldn’t be
able to congregate freely? All that was possible to do for the first Sunday was to send
an audio message. But then we gradually identified creative ways to keep the Word
going. Having available among us some talented people, we created a Luther-Tyndale
channel on YouTube, recorded a reduced Divine Service, and suddenly the Word
started reaching a considerable audience. Then we found Zoom and soon we had a
Zoom Zoom Zoom: e-Bible Study, e-Portuguese Service, e-Tea & Coffee Morning, eQuiz Nights, e-confirmation classes, and e-almost everything else! Yes, it’s not the
same, but as the saying goes, “If you don’t have a dog to go hunting, take your cat”!
When the first reopening came in July 2020, we enjoyed each other’s company in the
church back garden like never before: tea and coffee in the open air after the service in
a dry weather, all the while respecting social distance and with masks on. Then back
to the on-screen congregation, with the second and third lockdowns. Presently the life
of the church continues to be mainly quadricular, via Zoom, but we are very much enjoying the gradual re-opening and looking forward to some kind of normality. Even in
the middle of a tragedy, the word of God has continued to be proclaimed. There was
something for everyone.
Rev. Claudio Flor
The British Lutheran
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Christ Lutheran Church, Petts Wood
What do you do with lemons? You try to make lemonade! That was our approach to
church life during the Lockdowns this past year.
During the first lockdown, our Luddites—none more so than Pastor Ehlers—were
forced to learn their way around modern technology. Our worship services were
broadcast on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/christlutheranchurchUK. We
began Tuesday and Thursday evening devotions on Zoom with our brothers and
sisters at St. Columba in East Kilbride. This has been a wonderful blessing and continues to this day. We also held our Wednesday evening Bible Study on Zoom.
Once churches were allowed to meet in person, we flung wide the doors and prayed
the sheep who could would return. We remained open during the following lockdowns, and had a number of visitors from other denominations attending our services as their congregations were closed.
Another development has been the addition of a Wednesday night Vespers Service.
Following our mid-week Lent services, several members asked if Wednesday evening
services might become a regular part of our congregation’s life. It’s funny, but our
Wednesday evening services are attracting more viewers on Facebook than our Sunday morning services.
On Easter Sunday, we gathered to celebrate our Lord’s resurrection. The Divine Service began and concluded in the car park where we gathered to sing praises to our
risen Saviour.
We continue to gather around Word and Sacrament every Sunday at 10.30am. We also
upload the service to our Facebook page every Sunday and Wednesday. Our Zoom
Bible Studies, devotions, confirmation classes, and church meetings continue.
Seedlings Montessori has continued throughout the last two lockdowns as well. We
deeply appreciate the devotion and commitment of our staff. They have done a wonderful job of bringing normality to the children’s lives, at a time when normality was
hard to find.
Yeah, we’ve had some lemons, but we’ve also made some lemonade—thanks be to
Jesus!
Rev. Jon Ehlers

Christ Church, Petts Wood, singing the
final hymn on Easter Sunday
The British Lutheran
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LIFE IN LOCKDOWN
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Borehamwood & St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Ruislip
Little did we know what the year 2020 would bring. The Covid-19 pandemic struck in
March and we were all forced into lockdown with no services in our churches allowed.
This was to go on for several weeks. Instead of meeting face to face, we turned to modern technology to continue to worship and to enjoy fellowship via Zoom. What a wonderful blessing that turned out to be. By common agreement, Pastor Didzis led us in
Evening Prayer every evening at 9pm except on Sundays when we had a worship service via Zoom at 10.30am. Both congregations joined together for these services and
prayer times, and they truly deepened the connection and fellowship between us. We
got to know one another much better. The Zoom services allowed former members
who lived in various parts of the country to join in, and connections were re-established. We also had international visitors from time to time.
The good news is that we still continue to meet for Evening Prayer every evening even
though we can now have our Sunday worship in the church. The success of the Zooming led us to consider the potential evangelistic benefits of live streaming, and so both
congregations invested in equipment to live stream our Sunday services. This has already begun from St. Paul’s and St. Andrew’s will follow soon.
Rev. Dr. Didzis Stilve

St. Columba Lutheran Church, East Kilbride
The Lord continues to bless and preserve the members of St. Columba throughout
these strange times. During the stages of lockdown preventing us from public worship, we met by way of Zoom for Morning Prayer on Sundays. It was a blessing to attend to the Word of God in prayer and song. But it is even more of a blessing that we
have been able to gather for public worship again and for the celebration and reception of the Lord’s Supper since Easter. Since March of 2020, we have been meeting
with our brothers and sisters from Christ Church in Petts Wood for devotions on
Tuesdays and Thursdays over Zoom. It has certainly been a welcome and enjoyable
time together.
Although we have had few building requirements to attend to and the usual maintenance matters, our building and premises are in a good state. We are thankful that we
have been able to return to our parish building and we look forward to the further
easing of restrictions and even more so what the future holds for us according to the
Lord’s good and gracious will.
Rev. Wade Bellesbach

The British Lutheran
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Ascension Lutheran Church, Brandon, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Coventry, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Harlow & St. Timothy Lutheran Church,
Sunderland
We have been both frustrated by lockdown and by not being able to be together at
church, and yet enriched by it also: by being together online with a wider group of
people. Pastor George Samiec serves Ascension and the Ipswich Mission which meet
in rented premises, as well as Good Shepherd, Redeemer and, more recently, St Timothy, which have their own premises. The goal in all places has been to have public
worship as often as possible—when not in lockdown—and to make available online
services (via Zoom so people can participate) and to have material posted each week
to those who are not in cyberspace so they can read a service at home.
Thus, each congregation becomes three constituencies—in-person, on-line and on
paper—which then overlap with other congregations because geography isn’t as critical for worship each Sunday as they all are served by the one pastor.
We also maintained two goals that may seem contradictory but we felt was the way to
proceed—that the Divine Service was conducted as often as possible and people invited to attend, and that people were clearly told that their safety and the safety of
others were very important and so they should stay home if they displayed any symptoms, were caring for others, were vulnerable, and when travel was simply unwise
(and the church would then work out how to safely care for them).
The outcome of this arrangement is that Ipswich, Good Shepherd, and Redeemer have
maintained a usual attendance for being at church while Ascension’s attendance in
church has declined (while its online congregation remains the majority of the congregation). The congregations and missions meet for the Divine Service and when
that is not possible join an online service which is broadcast from one of the congregations that Sunday.
Bible studies, enquirers’ instruction, church meetings, and pastoral care have moved
online quite well and where there is no computer there generally is a phone. An unexpected highlight—actually a joy—has been the introduction of a Wednesday online
Compline service which has participants from the missions, congregations, and from,
time to time, former members now overseas, and even ‘new friends’ overseas joining—and another community has formed.
We, like all other congregations, have learnt to be innovative and we have done well so
that God’s ‘technology’ is still the focus of our congregational life—Jesus is still Lord
of the Church and he hasn’t abandoned us at all—and we keep learning how to support each other online and in-person and that we are more than our local congregation or mission.
But we sure are looking forward to singing again indoors!
Rev. George Samiec

The British Lutheran
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LIFE IN LOCKDOWN
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Plymouth, & St. David Lutheran Church, Cardiff
In the midst of the pandemic, God remembered St. Peter’s and blessed her abundantly. The temple was closed during some weeks, but God’s Word was not imprisoned. Technology fitted like a glove. Services took place in the church (when
permitted) every Sunday as well on Christmas Day, Wednesdays of the Lent Season,
and Good Friday. Simultaneously, the services were aired via Zoom. Services in person felt strange initially because of the restrictions, but soon everybody realised that
this is part of the new reality. Members have also been reached by e-mail, phone calls
and mail. Bible studies, church council meetings, and social evenings took place. Bible
readings and messages were posted on the congregation’s Facebook page. The Easter
celebration brought life, light, and hope to us. An Easter garden was set up in the
church and a second Easter garden was built outside the church as a testimony to
Jesus’ resurrection. All the services were joint services with St. David, Cardiff, which
gave opportunity for the members of both congregations to get to know each other.
We are looking forward with hope into the future.
Rev. Arno Bessel

Easter gardens at St. Peter's, Plymouth
The British Lutheran
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Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Fareham
Like every other congregation of the ELCE, Our Saviour had to adapt quickly to the
circumstances thrust upon us by the pandemic and the accompanying restrictions.
The Scout Hall that has been our Sunday home for nearly 20 years was closed and
padlocked at the start of lockdown — with some of our belongings still inside— and
has not opened since. The pastor, helped by knowledgeable parishioners, had to learn
quickly how to livestream a service from the parsonage. We decided to use YouTube,
to enable as full a service as possible, and to make it easier for non-members to join
in, with the pastor’s family as the live congregation. Daily morning devotions also
started streaming on YouTube, with weekly deliveries of CD recordings of services for
those who have no internet access. As soon as outdoor gatherings were made possible,
a series of ‘Garden Communions’ in the parsonage garden took place in the early
summer, and from July, we started gathering for outdoor services of Holy Communion. When the weather made these impossible, we had to find a new indoor
home, variously at a local community hall and a nearby independent church. Now
that the spring is here, we still gather outdoors whenever the weather allows.
Bible studies and church meetings have all been on Zoom; and we were inspired by
the experience of other congregations to start weekly Wednesday night Zoom
Compline.
We are grateful to have made new friends online, to have received many generous gifts
from our online community, and to the patience and hard work of members in persisting in far-from-ideal circumstances. Above all, we are thankful that God has enabled us to continue to hear His word, whether gathered together virtually or,
increasingly often, assembled together.
Rev. Tapani Simojoki

Photo credit: David Lusby

Outdoor worship at Our Saviour, Fareham
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NOTES ON THE
CHURCH YEAR

Understanding the Ascension
Dr. Cynthia Lumley, Principal, Westfield House,
Cambridge

Up through Endless Ranks of Angels
(LSB 491)
1. Up through endless ranks of angels,
Cries of triumph in his ears,
To his heavenly throne ascending,
Having vanquished all their fears,
Christ looks down upon his faithful,
Leaving them in happy tears.
2. Death-destroying, life-restoring,
Proven equal to our need,
Now for us before the Father
As our brother intercede:
Flesh that for our world was wounded,
Living, for the wounded plead.
3.To our lives of wanton wandering
Send your promised Spirit-Guide,
Through our lives of fear and failure
With your power and love abide:
Welcome us, as you were welcomed,
To an endless Eastertide.
4.Alleluia, alleluia,
Oh, to breathe the Spirit's grace!
Alleluia, alleluia,
Oh, to see the Father's face!
Alleluia, alleluia,
Oh, to feel the Son's embrace!
Jaroslav J Vajda (1919-2008)
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House
Printed with permission

The British Lutheran

T

his beautiful hymn was written by a
Lutheran pastor, Jaroslav Vajda, in
response to a request by Augsburg Publishing House to write an ascension
hymn. Pastor Vajda was born in Ohio,
USA, completed his theological training
at Concordia Seminary, St Louis, and
served Lutheran congregations from
1945-76. From the age of 18 he had been
writing poetry, but it wasn’t until he was
48 that he began writing hymns—rather
by accident, as his first hymn (Now the
Silence) was written to fill a blank page in
an issue of This Day magazine at short
notice (he was the Editor at the time).
Perhaps his best known hymn is “Go My
Children, With My Blessing” (LSB 922).
The cover art for this issue of The British
Lutheran is Giotto’s painting of the Ascension from the Arena Chapel, Padua.
Looking at this beautiful work of art, we
observe Christ ascending into heaven as
described by St. Luke in Acts 1:9-11, with
the angels telling the disciples that Jesus
“will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven”.
In contrast, Vajda in his hymn does not
place us with the disciples, looking up at
Christ. Rather, he takes us up with the ascending Jesus, reminding us that in our
Baptism, we died to sin and rose out of
the water clothed with Christ’s robe of
righteousness. As we sing this hymn, we
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hear the sounds of triumph ringing in
our ears—and realise that we are part of
the heavenly choir celebrating the ‘deathdestroying, life-restoring’ work of Jesus
on our behalf! Because he suffered, died,
rose again and ascended into heaven, we
know that we will also ‘be united with
him in a resurrection like his’ (Romans
6:5).

righteousness, and ‘vanquishing all our
fears’. We do not have to fear death because we look forward to living with him
forever in an ‘endless Eastertide’, where
we will ‘breathe the Spirit’s grace’, ‘see the
Father’s face’, ‘feel the Son’s embrace’. Already we experience these joys as we
gather together to experience heaven on
earth, where we feel the Son’s embrace
through his word and Holy Supper. “This
is the joy of the Ascension, not that he
has left us behind, but that he brings us
to where he is—an eternal present moment—in words that resonate the Word
made flesh, in a table set with the bread
of life” (Rev. Travis Scholl).

Does that mean that we are separated
from Jesus now? No! He is present with
each and every one of us. Luther explained it clearly in his sermon on the
last chapter of Mark: “Now, where is he?
He is here with us, and for this purpose
did he sit down in heaven, that he might
be near unto us. Thus, we are with him
up there and he is with us down here.
Through the word he comes down and
through faith we ascend up.” (Complete
Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 2.1, 194)
Jesus himself had told his disciples that it
was to their advantage for him to go
away, because only then would he send
them another Helper, the Holy Spirit
(John 16:7).

In Lutheran Service Book “Up through
Endless Ranks of Angels” is set to the
tune Ascended Triumph, written by
Henry Gerike when he was at Concordia
Seminary in 1973 (some readers may remember pastor Gerike from his visit to
ELCE in 2011, when he led a Hymnfest in
Cambridge). The ascending notes of the
tune reflect the spirit of the ascension of
Christ.

We know that we cannot come to faith by
ourselves. Thankfully, we received the
gift of the Holy Spirit at our Baptism, and
he has “called us by the Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts, sanctified and
kept us in the true faith” (The Small Catechism, Explanation of the Third Article
of the Creed). As a result, we share in the
victory of Jesus over death. As Jaroslav
Vajda explains, although we often stray in
our lives of ‘wanton wandering’, the love
of Jesus abides with us. He intercedes for
us before the Father, clothing us in his
The British Lutheran

Sources:
Martin Luther, ‘Day of Christ’s Ascension Into
Heaven: Second Sermon’, in John Nicholas
Lenker (editor), The Complete Sermons of
Martin Luther, Volume 2.1 (Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2000), 180–194.
Travis Scholl, ‘The Ascension of our Lord’
https://www.cuchicago.edu/globalassets/ww
w-new/documents-andimages/academics/centers-ofexcellence/center-for-church-music/devotion
s/hymn-of-the-day-devotion--ascension1.pdf
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DEVOTIONAL

Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad FEAR?
Rev. Jon Ehlers,
Christ Lutheran Church, Petts Wood

A

s 2020 was coming to a close, I was
trying to prepare for the new Church
Year by reading a book on Mark’s Gospel,
so I opened up The Cross From A Distance by Peter Bolt.
He begins his book by noting that Jesus’
teachings, miracles, and healings were
designed to elicit faith in Him. He then
goes on to ask the question, “What is the
opposite of faith?” Immediately I thought
doubt or unbelief. It was then he dropped
his bombshell: “In Mark, faith is the opposite of fear” (p. 20).
In Mark 4:40 we find the disciples tossed
about on the Sea of Galilee in a great
storm. Terrified, they woke up Jesus.
Jesus rebuked the wind and waves and
they became still. It is then He asked the
telling question, “Why are you so afraid?
Have you still no faith?” The disciples
were afraid of dying. This is the fear that
underlies all other fears. They had no
reason to fear; they were with Jesus. If
they really knew who Jesus was, if they
had believed His teachings, they would
know Jesus was not sent to be drowned
but to die on a cross. They were safe and
secure in His presence—even in the
midst of the wind and waves.
In Mark 5, Jesus confronts a demon-possessed man who lived among the tombs.
He cast a legion of demons out of him. As
The British Lutheran

the locals came out and found the
formerly demon-possessed man in his
“right mind, they were afraid” (5:15).
They pleaded with Jesus to leave their
territory because their minds could not
conceive of how this had happened.
Later in chapter 5, we hear how Jairus
seeks out Jesus to heal his sick child. But
messengers came with the news we
would all dread: “Your daughter is dead”
(5:35). Jesus then stepped in and said to
Jairus, “Do not fear, only believe” (5:36).
Once more we see how faith in Jesus can
overcome the fear of death—literally!
Herod Antipas imprisoned John the Baptist because John condemned Herod’s
sinful relationship. However, Herod
wanted to hear John preach, but when he
did “he was greatly perplexed [afraid],
and yet he heard him gladly” (6:20). This
mixture of fear and gladness was not
enough to prevent Herod from beheading
John to “save face”.
Jesus’ march to His death continues, and
for the second time He clearly revealed
that He must go to Jerusalem and be mistreated, put to death, but rise again (9:3032). The disciples “did not understand
the saying, and were afraid to ask Him”
(9:32). Desiring not to look stupid or
foolish, the twelve keep silent.
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In Mark 11:18 we read that the chief
priests feared Jesus because of His popularity among the people. Their fear led to
hatred and plans to murder Jesus. They
feared losing their power and prestige.
Later in the chapter, Jesus is confronted
by the scribes who questioned Him regarding His authority. Jesus then quizzed
them, but they refused to answer because
“they were afraid of the people” (10:32).
Fear is a primal emotion to which we can
all relate. I hope our whirlwind tour of
Mark’s Gospel has helped us to understand that the basic tenet of fear is a lack
of faith in Jesus and His Word. Even
Jesus’ disciples allowed fear to dominate
them because they did not understand or
believe Jesus. Herod Antipas and the
chief priests were filled with fear because
they actually understood Jesus was challenging their power, hypocrisy, and idolatry. Our sinful nature despises such a
challenge, so we try to dispose of Jesus.
But the greatest fear confronting the
ancients, and us, was and is the fear of
death.
Jesus speaks Law and Gospel to us and
our fears today! He informs us that we
have no reason to worry because He is
Emmanuel—God with us. If God is with
us, then what can frighten us? But we
love to question and fret —because of
our fear that God really does not love us,
or is not strong enough to save us, or
maybe even He is not there. Our fears
expose our lack of faith in Jesus to live up
to His promises. Fear truly is the opposite of faith.
The British Lutheran

Once more we turn to the pages of Mark
to hear the comforting words of Jesus.
We find the disciples in a boat on the Sea
of Galilee struggling against the wind.
Jesus came to them, walking on the
water, and when they saw Him they cried
out in terror. With words of comfort,
Jesus responded, “Take heart, it is I, do
not be afraid” (6:50). As Bolt notes,
“Using the same designation for himself
as God used to Moses at the burning
bush (Exod. 3:14), Jesus encourages his
terrified disciples. There is no need for
fear, because God himself, the great ‘I
AM’, has come near” (p. 43).

He feeds and strengthens YOU at
His Table; and He will never
leave YOU or abandon YOU, not
even in death. Take heart, it is I.
Do not be afraid.
When you fear about having enough
daily bread, enough money, enough
health, enough prestige, enough power,
enough love, enough strength, enough
wisdom, and even enough faith, then
take heart, Jesus is with YOU! He speaks
His promises to you in His Word; He pronounces His forgiveness over YOU in the
Divine Service; He feeds and strengthens
YOU at His Table; and He will never leave
YOU or abandon YOU, not even in death.
“Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.”
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The Medicine of Immortality
Rev. Wade Bellesbach, St. Columba Lutheran Church, East
Kilbride

T

hroughout the church’s history, the
Lord’s Supper has taken various
titles. These titles reflect and express an
aspect or dimension of what the Lord’s
Supper is and means. One title, however
ancient, does not appear to have a general circulation in our contemporary Lutheran circles. It comes from St. Ignatius
of Antioch around the second century.
He referred to the Lord’s Supper as ‘The
Medicine of Immortality’. It is a beautiful
title. It is beautiful for the richness of its
expression and depth of meaning. The
words constituting the title itself not only
express the gift that is the Lord’s Supper
for us in our daily and earthly lives but
also the gift that the Lord’s Supper is to
us in joining us to a life we will and do
live beyond the temporal and the earthly.
If we consider these words a little further,
we shall see how this is so.

take medicine implies we will not live
forever. It means our bodies will and do
grow old and come to their ends. To take
medicine, however, also indicates hope.
We take medicine because we hope to be
restored to health. Perhaps not to complete and full health, but to some health
and well-being.

In understanding the Lord’s Supper as
medicine, we realise and know more fully
our limitations, constraints, fallenness,
and sinfulness. Only those who are ill
and unwell; only those who are broken
and fractured; only those who are
anxious and confused in heart, mind,
and body require medicine. To take
medicine indicates that something has
gone wrong and requires mending. To
The British Lutheran

Therefore, to call the Lord’s Supper medicine is to realise that beyond our physicality—our bodies, biological health, and
temporal and earthly limitations—we are
even more spiritual beings and bodies.
We have souls composed with our
bodies. We have been made and redeemed in the Image of God. To be sure
we are sinners and fallen creatures. What
that means is we are not who we were
meant and created to be. We have fallen
and are unwell. What this means is we
experience and undergo the realities of
sin. Even the ultimate reality or wages of
sin: death. And as such, we experience
doubt and despair. We understand confusion and anxiety. We encounter temptation. In our bodies, we struggle
spiritually. You cannot separate physicality from spirituality. We are restless until
we rest in the Lord. Until we are healed
in mind, body, and soul. Until we are restored to true life.
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As such, we require the hope and promise of a spiritual medicine. The hope and
promise of a healing and restoration
beyond the present time; a medicine and
healing that transcends this earthly and
temporal existence. And that is where the
second word from St. Ignatius’ title for
the Lord’s Supper helps us to see what the
promise of this divine medicine—this
means of grace—is for us.
What our Lord promises to us in His Sacrament is a medicine unto life everlasting: a medicine of immortality. Much
could be said about immortality. In a remarkable way, it is Luther who expresses
what this immortality of the Lord’s
Supper is when he writes in our catechism: “These words, ‘Given and shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins,’ show
us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of
sins, life, and salvation are given us
through these words. For where there is
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and
salvation.” Immortality is life and salvation. It is restoration and fulfilment. It
is forgiveness. It is deliverance from sin,
death, and the power of the devil.

Isenheim Altarpiece (exterior),
Mathis Gothart Neithart (Matthias Grünewald), ca. 1515

He is ours and we are His. The poet
Johann Rist expresses this relationship
beautifully:
1. Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving Bread,
May I in grace possess You.
Let me with holy food be fed,
In hunger I address You.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord,
And, humbly by my prayer implored,
Give me Your grace and mercy.
2. To pastures green, Lord, safely guide,
To restful waters lead me;
Your table well for me provide
Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak,
Refuge in You alone I seek,
To share Your cup of healing.

When we speak of the Lord’s Supper as
‘The Medicine of Immortality’ we come
to understand and know more fully who
our Lord is and who we are. He is our
creator and physician. He is our Lord and
redeemer. He is the one who prepares all
good things for us in the present time
and in the days to come. He is the one
who brings us out of this fallen and sinful
age and into the glory of His Kingdom.
The British Lutheran

Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
(LSB 625)
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NEWS FROM THE
LUTHERAN WORLD
Lutherans mark the 500th anniversary
of the Diet of Worms
April 18, 2021 marked the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s testimony before
the Diet of Worms, with Lutherans
around the world observing the event in
different ways.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina for example, held an online conference April 16-18, 2021 to mark the
event, featuring three lectures by faculty
members of the IELA’s seminary in Buenos Aires. Professor Antonio R. Schimpf
spoke on reflection on the Word of God
in relation to the anniversary, Professor
José A. Pfafenzeller discussed the historical context of the Diet of Worms, and
Professor Sergio R. Schelske addressed
the event’s continued significance for the
church today.
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) officially designated April 18
“Here I Stand Sunday.” The LCMS made a
number of materials available to mark
the date on its website, including a Bible
Study and bulletin insert.
The church also released several videos
highlighting the anniversary. LCMS
President Matthew Harrison highlighted
how the faith which inspired Martin
Luther at the Diet of Worms also led in
time to the founding of the LCMS, which
will celebrate its 175th anniversary in
2022. “It’s quite impossible to imagine
The British Lutheran

the existence of the Missouri Synod or
any Lutheran churches in the world without the events of this week 500 years
ago,” he explained. “500 years later the
church is increasingly called to confess
before the world and even political authorities. We stand firm with the confession
of Luther. We believe in the Scriptures,
and our conscience is bound to those
Scriptures, which teach us the free forgiveness of Christ in His cross and resurrection.”
‘Painful’ limit of 30 mourners at
funerals scrapped
Funerals are no longer be limited to 30
mourners from May 17, according to the
latest government guidance. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government said the legal limit on funeral-goers would be removed as part of
the next stage of lockdown easing. Instead, the capacity would be determined
by how many people could be accommodated in venues such as places of worship or funeral homes while maintaining
social distancing. This would apply to
both indoor and outdoor venues and all
organisers must continue to be Covid-secure and follow social distancing rules, it
said.
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Rev. Dr. Juhana Pohjola, Finish Bishop Elect. Photo: https://lhpk.fi

Finnish Bishop Elect charged over historic Christian teachings on human
sexuality
Rev. Dr. Juhana Pohjola, Diocesan Dean
and Bishop Elect of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland
(ELMDF) has been charged by Finland’s
Prosecutor General with incitement
against a group of people. The charges
stem from a 2004 booklet published by
Luther Foundation Finland (the legal entity behind the ELMDF) which articulates historic Christian teaching on
human sexuality.
“As a Christian, I do not want to and cannot discriminate against or despise anyone created by God,” Dean Pohjola said
in reaction to being charged. “Every
human being, created by God and redeemed by Christ, is equally precious.” At
the same time, he continued, “this does
not remove the fact that, according to the
Bible and the Christian conception of
man, homosexual relations are against
the will of God, and marriage is intended
only between a man and a woman. This
is what the Christian church has always
The British Lutheran

taught and will always teach. “Finland’s
Prosecutor General began an investigation of the ELMDF in 2019 for its booklet
“Male and Female He Created Them:
Homosexual Relationships Challenge the
Christian Concept of Humanity,” despite
an earlier investigation by Helsinki Police
which concluded no laws had been
broken. The booklet was published in
2004; Finland legalized same-sex marriage in 2017.The booklet argues that
homosexual activity must be identified as
sin by the church on the basis of the
teachings of Scripture. The author, Dr.
Päivi Räsänen—a Finnish Member of
Parliament—further argues that a failure
to recognize sin as sin undermines the
very need for a Saviour. Dr. Räsänen has
now been charged with incitement by the
Prosecutor General, both for the booklet
and for other comments on human sexuality. As Dean Pohjola is editor-in-chief
of Luther Foundation Finland’s publications—including the booklet “Male and
Female He Created Them”—he also was
charged. “This decision of the Prosecutor
General says a lot about our time,”
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Dean Pohjola commented. “While I am
concerned about the state of religious
freedom in our country, I trust that the
judiciary will make the right decision.”
Both parents’ names to be included on
marriage certificate
The names of both parents, and not just
the father, will now be included on marriage certificates in England and Wales,
following new changes to the registration
system by the Home Office. A new electronic system—which went live on May
4—will be introduced to modernise and
speed up the process, helping to support
the backlog of marriages. Marriages are
currently registered by the couple signing

a register book, which is held at each register office, in churches and chapels, and
at religious premises registered for marriage. The Home Office said the creation
of a single electronic marriage register
would save time and money and be more
secure, as the new system eliminates the
need for data to be extracted from hard
copies. The department said that as well
as simplifying the registration system,
the changes would “correct a historic
anomaly” by allowing for the names of
both parents to appear on the marriage
entry. “These regulations to amend the
Marriage Act mark the biggest changes to
the marriage registration system since
1837,” a spokesperson said.

ELCE News
ELCE Synod Update
After a series of online Reading Days, the ELCE met online in Synod on Saturday
22nd May to continue the long journey of the church’s restructure. The primary task
of this Extraordinary Synod’s task was to consider the Church Order (the internal governing document of the church). The restructure involves ecclesial and legal components, as well as practical working arrangements, all of which are interconnected.
The relevant documents are being prepared and received through 2021.
When the main documents have been agreed, Synod will decide when to ‘turn them
on’ and bring about the new structures.
After voting on numerous variants about such things as terms of service, the scope of
Synod’s authority and the nomenclature of the Head of the Church, Synod then
needed to vote on whether to adopt the Church Order – though even then somematters were reserved for future decisions.
The resolution to adopt the Church Order was passed with more than the ⅔ majority
required. The ELCE then entered a 30 day cooling - off period. Congregations can record a dissent in these 30 days (by contacting the ELCE Secretary) and if ¼ or more of
Synod dissents then the resolution lapses. In addition to the restructuring of the
Church, Synod also resolved to permit Good Shepherd to go ahead with the sale of
some of their land (subject to a satisfactory Charity Valuation Report) to build a
strong foundation for their presence in Coventry and the ministry to the Midlands.
The British Lutheran
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Also, the Retirement Reserve Fund for pastors was updated.
The next ELCE Extraordinary Synod is on Saturday 10th July.

Big Changes and New Beginnings at St. Timothy’s
There have been considerable changes at St. Timothy’s, Sunderland, in the past 9
months. Pastor Steve Edge sought to be released from his call to St. Timothy’s, which
was granted by the congregation. He also announced that he was also resigning from
the ELCE Ministerium which was accepted with regret and became effective on 1st
November 2020. Pastor Steve and Debbie Edge remain in Tyne and Wear to seek their
future with the Church of England. The care for the congregation of St Timothy fell to
the ELCE Chairman and support was provided to help them worship, discern their future, and look after the properties. The congregation decided to ask the ELCE Trust
Ltd to take over the oversight of the properties, while continuing to meet around the
Word and the Sacraments. However, owing to their small numbers, the members decided that becoming a mission in the ELCE was the best way forward. Good Shepherd, Coventry, was approached and agreed to provide encouragement and support.
Therefore, St. Timothy’s is no longer a congregation but a mission in the ELCE.
Currently, the members have printed services posted to them weekly, which can be
read at home, or they join with Good Shepherd, Ascension, Ipswich, and Redeemer
when they worship online. There is one Divine Service per month in the church and
Pastor George Samiec is assisted in these services by a number of ELCE pastors. In the
last few months, three families have either begun worshipping at St. Timothy’s, announced that they are moving to Sunderland, or have made contact online – promising seeds for the future!
Old hirers of the church building are beginning to return and there seems to be interest from new ones. The parsonage has now been rented to tenants. The goal of the
ELCE is to provide support so that the embers of a congregation can be encouraged
and, in the Lord’s time, St Timothy will more brightly achieve its congregational verse
‘The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it’ (John 1:5).
The goal of St Timothy is to continue to be a light in their community. Please keep
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Mission and its members in your prayers!

Anniversaries
21 July 2021: Jon Ehlers ordination – 30 years
20 September 2021: Paul Fry ordination – 35 years
The British Lutheran
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Map of ELCE
Congregations

Glasgow

St Columba Lutheran Church

St Timothy’s Lutheran Mission

East Kilbride

Sunderland
Leeds

Ascension Lutheran Church

Manchester

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Brandon
Norwich

Birmingham

Resurrection Lutheran Church
Cambridge

Coventry

Ipswich Lutheran Mission
Ipswich

St David Lutheran Church
Cardiff

Redeemer Lutheran Church

London

Oxford Lutheran Mission

Harlow

Southampton

Rainham Lutheran Mission

Oxford

Reinham

St Peter’s Lutheran Church

Brighton Lutheran Mission

Plympton, Plymouth

Brighton

Our Saviour Lutheran Church
Fareham

London

Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

Tottenham

Borehamwood

Luther-Tyndale Memorial
Church
St Andrew’s Lutheran
Church

Kentish Town

Ruislip

Christ Lutheran Church
Petts Wood
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Congregation

Address

Service Time

Ascension Lutheran Church

5 pm on the 1st Sunday
Brandon Methodist Church, London Road, Branof the month, and 9 am
don, Suffolk, IP27 OEL
on every other Sunday

Brighton Lutheran Mission

Holland Road Baptist Church, 65-71 Holland
Road, Hove, BN3 1JN

Bristol Lutheran Mission

Contact St. Peter’s Lutheran Church for details

Cheltenham Lutheran
Mission

Contact Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church for
details

Christ Lutheran Church

227 Poverest Road, Orpington, BR5 1RD

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church

49 Eastern Green Road, Coventry, CV5 7LG

Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church

53 Antill Road, Tottenham, London, N15 4AR

Ipswich Lutheran Mission

St. Luke’s Church, 78 Cliff Lane, Ipswich, IP3 0PJ

Luther-Tyndale Memorial
Church

9 Leighton Crescent, Kentish Town, London,
NW5 2Q

Our Saviour Lutheran
Church

10th Fareham Scout Hall, 20A Highlands Road,
Fareham, PO16 7XN

Oxford Lutheran Mission

Marston United Reformed Church, 352 Marston
Road, Marston, Oxford, OX3 0JB

4;30 pm on 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month

Rainham Lutheran Mission

46 Salisbury Avenue, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent,
ME8 0BJ

3 pm

Redeemer Lutheran Church 22 Tawneys Road, Harlow CM18 6QS
Resurrection Lutheran
Church.
St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church

25 Westfield Lane, Cambridge, CB4 3QS
Whitby Road, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 9DY

St. Columba Lutheran
Church

151 Westwood Hill, East Kilbride, Glasgow G75
8QA

St. David Lutheran Church St Fagans Road, Fairwater, Cardiff, CF5 3EU

4:30 pm on 1st Sundays
of the month

10:30 am
4 pm on 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month
11 am
6 pm on the 3rd Sunday
of the month
10 am
10:30 am

11 am
11 am
11.30 am
11 am
11 am
Last Sunday of month:
6 pm Divine Service.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

St. Paul's Close, Cranes Way, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire, WD6 2DB

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Larkham Lane & The Dell, Plympton,Plymouth
PL7 4PG

11 am

St. Timothy’s Lutheran
Mission

Queen Alexandra Road, Sunderland, SR2 9AA

1 pm on 1st Saturday of
the month

The British Lutheran
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9.30 am

Surprised by Faith

“M

y wife and I never expected to be
Christians. And yet here we are—a
surprise to us all!”
Gregory and Janet Bridman, members at Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cambridge, describe their journey to faith.
“We got here in a roundabout way, with God
slowly entering into our lives, creating channels and breaking down what we thought we
knew about the world like a river slowly cutting a channel through rock.”
It started when they got married and moved
from South Africa to London. They were unsettled and far from home and trying to set
up a family culture that they were both comfortable with. But when they started examining it, neither of them were comfortable with
or fulfilled by the life of empty consumerism,
endless ‘doomscrolling’ and Amazon purchases. “It wasn’t clear what standard this
way of life seemed to fall short of, because the
world indicated that we had the values that
we were supposed to have and that we were
living the way that we should.”
When they found out that Janet was pregnant, they wanted to learn how to live differently but didn’t know how. “We didn’t know
what alternative set of values we could build
our lives around, so that our children could
learn a better way of seeing the world and of
judging how to act in it.”
Annamaria’s birth went very badly for both
her and Janet. The day after she was born,
they were told that she would not make it,
and were advised to go to be by her side as
soon as they could. “Our time in hospital revealed to us that we had been taught by the
modern world to assume that terrible things

Gregory, Janet and Annamaria Bridman,
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cambridge

wouldn’t happen to us. We could no longer
behave as though this were true.”
The events of Annamaria’s birth showed them
that the world was fallen. But they still
wanted something from the world that they
couldn’t articulate. Something that was not
fallen. Something that they thought they had
seen in the world from time in the way some
people seemed to live, in the things they
thought and the way they lived.
They were both suspicious of Christianity because of how it appeared to them in popular
culture, and because they knew that becoming Christians would isolate them from their
peers and their families. “But we now knew
that there was something missing in our lives,
and we needed to find out what that was.”
Gregory started visiting local churches, and
came to Resurrection, which was to become
their church. They met with Reverend Jaime
Kriger, who led them through the bible and
through what it meant to be a Christian (with
many questions from Janet and vigorous debates from Gregory). “Suddenly our observations and our discomfort with the world
made sense. It has been a joy to learn about
and live in the word of God and with the
knowledge that, while the world is fallen, we
are saved. God is good, and we are forever
grateful that we have been led here.”

